TALLULAH: A HISTORY

Tallulah is a faci vith a le and corruption so complete that the Sta o ) change its name — tw

A brief history of Tallulah shows that the facility not only has never been a safe place for troubled youth, the current administration's promises to change it ring hollow due to its failed promises of the past.

November 16, 1994: ,. December 22, 1994:

Tallulah accepts its first youth. »State of Emergency exists at [Tallulah]” a.«riots
. 36, 10042 and an inability of staff o cou s eotect yousn. 1, oror by Foctorat tuige

decraa for the 700-bsd AZ Comectional C«vlvvlnl Vouth, armeunemgme Frank Polozola dated Dec. 22, 1964.

DPSAC would place youth there the next day

Spring of 1995:
Human Rights Watch s taian st : In Octobar, the facities ~ incuding Talluiah -
violate international human rights dards. ou 1555 Spacibeally, Human

the physical at Tallulah 10 be “punitive.” .1 Youn corsianad physical abuse by vguards
m Human Rights Watch found that, perversely,
h strong fa: + drom g St Fahan and e oo

& w25, ane failed to provnde adequate education and
programmmg 10 YOULN, 5740 Tho roport doctared that Talliah ho an amosphore o hostity and angar. 1 o <2

TR DI R
October 3, 1996: mUnlted States Department of Justice (oo aioms « : Talish and L
“lift g and dangerous” tO the u“'"‘u 1 Sen 0213, 1996t i Mo Foster) &
y (20)deys of August of 1856, y
- 1.+= The DOJ demanded that the State take immediate i
steps to protect youth from guards and each other. ««s..

January of 1997: The DOJ returns to Tallulah and finds that the conditions had NOT improved
Latr that year, o D01 fomaly nesios he sice hae v CONitions at Tallulah violated the
1997 United States Constitution .

teke
See June 18, 199 . Mike.
Foster.

July 9, 1988: | : . o N
1998 The Juvenile Justice Project of : July 15, 1998: New York 2 5,1998: L the first
Louisiana sues Tallulah. Among the compizints Times reports that the state ever sued by the DOJ because of the
is widespread abuse of youth by guards, a culture of youth-on- Tallulah youth prisonis | conditions at its juvenile prisons, including
m:&m?gx;m:r:n:y.;::m::nu fallure to provide “the worst in the nation.” Lagllulah. United States v. Lovisiana, et al, Civl Action No. 58-647-8-1 (M.D. La.
1996).

September 1999:
State forced to take the facility over
due to mismanagement.

September 2000: Stere serles lawsute aganet Tatulah and
aih mill

e
of dollars from legislature to start reforms.

December 17, 2001:
After four days of tralin the case of S.0.,an Orleans Parish judge finds:
+ 00 May 18,2001, 5.0, sulfared a racturad jaw when a quard punched him in th face, Jucgmen at .18
The guard punchad 5.D. in the face after 5.0, oker as classrooms, Judgment at p.15;
e DPS&C’s own abuse |nmnganon system suppressed important evidence, Judgmsnt atp.1¢:
he U.S. ere

May 18, 2001:
Two guards punch S.D.
in the jaw, breaking it.

s

Juclgment at p.27,

Tallulah *guards ir jury upon S.0.

. 0ver 140 youth were |n|ured at Tallulah in May, seven seriously, and 18 youth suﬂemd fractures and injuries requirmg sutures in June. As a

result, what “appeared from these hearings is a bleak picture regarding violence and anxiety that Tallul;
Doherty wrote that Tallulah “maintains order through fear, force and wolence The atmosphere of fear at
Tallulah supports a culture of violence sadly manifested by the high number of violent physical injuries sustained by incarcerated youth - from whatever
cause - at that facility. We cannot reasonably expect young men incarcerated under these conditions to ever feel physically safe and emotionally
secure, such that they might benefit from or that the ilitative process might begin. No human being fearful of physical
attack can focus on anything but survival —wherein survival is defined as no harm done.”

R

November 2002: 8 November 2002:

The Louisiana Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously upholds Judge Doherty's
opinion (from 2001), declaring conditions at Tallulah unconstitutional. In fact, they
adopt Doherty’s opinion, verbatim.

Tallosh citing "grave
concers” for their physical and mental health. Tallulah is a place where
“the expression of hostile feelings constitute(s) the normal tone of
interactions between guards and youth,” orary wtss s wing “Sacy s cosest s o

wih
e Sea AP, A 14, 2003 (Toor Mo st f b ai Talu pvisan)

April 2003:

Duting & hezing in Judge Doherty's court, @ former youth
incarcerated at Tallulah testifies that he was
regularly beaten by other prisoners as guards
watched and had his jaw broken by inmates who
wanted to force him to have sex.

April 2003:

aling Tallulah
“the most notorious of Louisiana’s four youth prisons”, and

‘corrupt and seomingly “Dickensian”. s The Fcaromes, Aun 19, 2003 Takiuh Toks)




